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Nate Melby is vice president and chief information officer
with Dairyland Power Cooperative. He is responsible for
leading the strategy, development, and implementation of
information technology initiatives and systems that align and
advance Dairyland’s business/operations strategies. Nate

also is fire chief for the Town of Campbell, Wisconsin fire
department and serves on the board of directors of the
Wisconsin State Fire Chiefs Association. Prior to joining Dairyland, he led information security
for Ingersoll Rand (La Crosse, Wisconsin). He also held other positions in global
telecommunications engineering and architecture, data communications, and information
technology for Trane and American Standard Companies. Nate is co-author of the
internationally best-selling book The Al Advantage: Thriving Within Civilization’s Next Big
Disruption. In 2024, Nate earned the Wisconsin CIO of the Year ORBIE award in the Large
Corporate category; in 2025, he was a National CIO of the Year finalist; and he is a 3-time CIO
100 winner. Nate has a bachelor of science in information systems from the University of
Wisconsin-La Crosse, an MBA with an emphasis in technology and training from the University
of Wisconsin-Whitewater, and a Ph.D. in information systems from Nova Southeastern
University (Florida), specializing in information security and telecommunications. He also
earned a Certificate of Management Excellence from Harvard Business School and completed
the Tuck School of Business at Dartmouth’s Business Engagement for the Security Professional
(BESP) executive program.



