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Chris Nelson was appointed to the South Dakota Public Utilities 

Commission in 2011 and currently serves as vice chairman. As a 

member of the National Association of Regulatory Utility 

Commissioners (NARUC), he currently is co-chair of NARUC’s 

Washington Action Program and a member of the investment 

committee. He has been appointed by the Federal 

Communications Commission to the Federal-State Joint Board on 

Universal Service, representing the interests of NARUC as state chairman of the board. He also 

advocates from the NARUC perspective as a member of the Electric Power Research Institute’s 

advisory council, and he represents South Dakota as a board member and treasurer for the 

Organization of MISO States. Previously, Chris served as South Dakota as secretary of state, as 

state election supervisor, and as uniform commercial code supervisor. Chris earned a bachelor’s 

degree in animal science from South Dakota State University. 

 


