
 

WPUI Board Meeting Minutes 
March 21, 2022 

Location: Michael Best, 1 S Pinckney St, Ste 700, Madison, WI 53703 and Online via Microsoft Teams 

Next Board meeting: July 11, 2022 

 

 

Sarah Justus called the meeting to order at 12:11 p.m. 

Present at Michael Best:  Lori Sakk, WPUI; Sarah Justus, ATC; Dave Siebert, WDNR; Garrett Huffman as proxy for 

Rep. Mike Kuglitsch, WI State Legislature; Todd Stuart, WIEG; Lawrie Kobza, Boardman Clark; Rep. Beth Meyers, WI 

State Legislature; Rosanne Koneval as proxy for Paul Harris, Ranger Power; Carrie Templeton, PSCW;  

Present via Webex/phone:  Tom Content, CUB; Karl Hoesly, Xcel Energy; Paul Wilson, UW-Madison COE; Frank 

Greb, Slipstream; Andy Koors, as proxy for P.J. DiStefano, Deloitte; Jennifer Shilling, Dairyland Power Cooperative 

Matthew Spencer, MGE; Kira Loehr, Perkins Coie; Jem Brown, WRWWLC  

Also present at Michael Best:  Sara Langmack, WPUI; Sarah Johnston, University of Wisconsin-Madison 

Excused:  Kristin Gilkes, Customers First; Jordan Hemaidan, MBF; Chris LaRowe, WEC Energy Group; Michael 

Greiveldinger, Alliant Energy; Mary Blanchard, University of Wisconsin-Madison, WEI 

 

Board Administrative Items 

• March 21, 2022, Meeting Agenda  

➢ A meeting agenda was provided to board members in advance of the board meeting.  

• November 22, 2021, Minutes 

➢ Draft minutes for the November 22, 2021, board meeting were provided to board members. 

Lawrie Kobza moved to approve; Beth Meyers seconded. Motion carried. 

• Update on email vote of new board member term:  

➢ Michael Greiveldinger confirmed to replace Brian Penington as Alliant Energy’s representative on 

the board and to complete Brian’s term ending June 30, 2022. 

➢ Lori Sakk reminded the board that there will be board membership votes coming up soon for 

those terms ending June 2022. 

 

Guest Speaker Presentation  

• Dr. Sarah Johnston presented on “Market Design, Investment, and Interconnection to the US Power Grid.”  

 

Financial Update 

• Lori Sakk provided an update on the progress of the final numbers for 2021, the final reconciliation being 

delayed by a few factors including computer peripherals ordered last fall which still have not arrived and 

some UW financial reconciliation that is not yet complete. She also provided a look ahead at the 2022 

numbers, including an overview of the past several years.  

• Lori Sakk gave an overview of the finances for the 2022 programs which have been completed: Public 

Utilities Law Update (WPUI hosts) and Energy Storage. She also shared information about the financial 

expectations for WPUI’s upcoming 2022 programs. 

• Discussion followed about the trends for people attending programs in person, numbers which are staying 

low. Some members suggested maintaining a hybrid option and making a decision about switching to 

remote-only closer to a given program’s date. Many agreed that online-only programs seem the way to go 

for at least WPUI’s 1-day programs. 

 

Executive Committee 

• In July, the WPUI board will have a new chair, Sarah Justus, and a new vice chair, Karl Hoesly. 



 
• Outgoing chair Jordan Hemaidan will remain on the executive committee to provide continuity. 

• Sarah Justus reminded the board that members Rep. Beth Meyers and Rep. Mike Kuglitsch will be leaving 

office. Other members are also leaving the board for various reasons.  

• Strategic planning is an ongoing process. An ad hoc committee will be formed to review WPUI’s Strategic 

Plan.  

• The Charter will be reviewed in July 2022. An annotated copy will be emailed before the July meeting 

asking members to review any proposed changes. 

 

Membership Committee 

• Lori Sakk provided an update on the progress with 2022 memberships. Karl Hoesly noted that we’re 

following up with outstanding membership fees and expect to meet the budgeted total of $100,00.  

• Karl Hoesly mentioned discussion by the membership committee of the various benefits of membership, 

including member organizations being able to register their staff for WPUI programs at the member rate. 

• Lori Sakk updated board members of those organizations which have been approached in the past but 

which have declined to become members. She encouraged board members to review the list and suggest 

other organizations which might become members. 

 

Program Advisory Committee 

• 2022 program update: 

➢ 2 Member-Only programs had been scheduled for early in the year. 

▪ Deloitte had proposed a WPUI-unique program which ultimately was superseded by a 

national program which Deloitte had planned for the same day and to which they 

invited WPUI member organization staff. 

▪ PSE offered a WPUI-unique program about federal infrastructure grant opportunities 

which was well-attended and well-received by WPUI member organization staff. 

➢ Lori Sakk reviewed the list of WPUI programs for 2022. 

▪ 2 agendas are still to be built. Lori Sakk encouraged members to offer suggestions or 

topics for the following WPUI programs: 

• September 13 - “Impact of Climate Change on Infrastructure” 

• October 26 - “Water – Infrastructure and Reliability” 

▪ Some programs will be hybrid: RTO and EUB, and WPUI hosted program – EEI Rates. The 

Public Utility Law Update was also hybrid. 

 

Ad hoc WPUI 40th Anniversary planning 

• A reception will be held June 28, 2022, from 4:00-6:00 p.m. at the Pyle Center on the UW campus. 

Off-campus options were beyond WPUI’s budget. 

• PSCW Chair Rebecca Valcq will be the honored guest. 

• More information will be available in the coming weeks. 

 

General Overview of WPUI Activities 

• The main focus of WPUI’s current work is on 2022 programs and memberships. 

• Lori Sakk reminded board members to respond the doodle poll to complete the process of selecting a July 

or August 2022 board meeting date.  

New Business 

• There was no new business. 

Executive Session  

• Board moved into a closed session. 

Meeting adjourned at 1:25 p.m. 

Next WPUI Board Meeting July 11, 2022 


